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the disturbed districts should accompany the people to present
their petition,, in order to maintain the peace; and Petion
acquiesced in this suggestion. This meeting took place at
nine o'clock on the evening of June 19, and as those summoned
to it returned to their homes they found that all the assemblies
of the sections of the revolutionary quarters, and particularly
those of the sections of Quinze-Vingts, Popincourt, and Gobelins,
were having an all-night sitting, and were working themselves
up for the great manifestation of the next day. Potion was
slightly annoyed, and at once sent news of his decision to
Roederer, the procureur-general-syndic of the department of
the Seine and an old member of the left in the Constituent
like himself, and told the administrators of the police to write
to the commandant-general for the month, Ramainvilliers
Roederer acknowledged his letter, and Petion went quietly
home to bed.

Roederer at once assembled the directory of the depart-
ment, who at five o'clock cancelled the mayor's decision of the
night before. Potion then sent off certain administrators of
police to announce this both to Ramainvilliers and to the
commandants of the different battalions of national guards.
Naturally both the commandant-general and the commandants
of the different battalions were in a state of hopeless confusion
on account of the numerous contradictory orders which they
had received; and, as was often the case on these great
Revolutionary days, the progress of events was left to chance.
To analyze the conduct of the several commandants would
take too long, but notice may be given to the behaviour of
Bonneau and Saint Prix. Bonneau had collected his battalion
on June 20, in accordance with Petion's original order, and
had afterwards refused to march with it to join Santerre when
he received the second order of the mayor cancelling the first;
but, soon after, certain men came from the section of Quinze-
Vingts, and declared that this second order had also been can-
celled. Bonneau himself wished to dismiss his men, but they
forced him to accompany them to Santerre, saying that they
wished to prevent bloodshed; and he did accompany them,